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It is with great sadness that we received the tragic 
news of the death of our famous colleague Bet Fi-
gueras. The following obituary has been received 
from Meto Vroom, the chairman of LAE (Landscape 
Architecture Europe Foundation), for which we thank 
him, and publish in full: 
 
Landscape architect, Bet Figueras, died in Barcelona 
on 15th April of cancer at the all too young age of 
53. Bet was a pioneer of landscape architecture in 
Spain where, together with Rosa Barbà, she intro-
duced a new line of thinking in terms of landscape 
design for somewhat ôdifficultõ natural and man-made 
spaces.  
 
Bet Figueras set national and international standards 
through her remarkable works such as the Rose Gar-
den of Cervantesõ Park, Barcelona, the private garden 
of architect Oscar Tusquet, the òBodegas Bilbainasó 
winery in Haro, La Rioja, the restaurant òEl Bullió in 
Roses and hotels òLa Floridaó and òOmmó in Barce-
lona. In addition she had also played a major role in 
the development and construction of the Barcelona 
Olympic Village in 1992 and the refurbishment of the 

Botanical Gardens of Barcelona in 1999. 
 
She was one of the three members of the LE:NOTRE 
TWO Project Advisory Group. As Richard Stiles, 
Network Coordinator of the Project, stated when 
setting up the LE:NOTRE TWO Project, it was de-
cided to appoint a new advisory group which could 
better represent the expanded concept and the 
broader base of the new project - òTowards Wider 
Objectivesó. When Betõs name was suggested, it 
was obvious that she was exactly the person 
needed: an eminent landscape architect with a prac-
tice in Barcelona and someone who had studied 
landscape architecture at Berkeley and Edinburgh.  
 
At the first Spring LE:NOTRE TWO Workshop in 
Porto, Portugal, Bet played a vital role in an ap-
propriately Iberian context. Sadly, this would prove 
to be her last direct involvement.  
She will be greatly missed and sadly mourned by all 
Europe's landscape architecture schools and all 
those associated with the LE:NOTRE Project, 
whether they had had or not the honour to have met 

her personally.  
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In 2010 the magazine òLANDSKABó marks its 90th anni-
versary. òHAVEKUNST published for the Nordic coun-
triesó was the text on the first cover in 1920. The ambi-
tion was to publish a magazine for four of the Nordic 
countries (Iceland was not mentioned); a magazine, 
which with text and illustrations could promote the best 
examples of garden art and thus publicize and contrib-
ute to foster a Nordic tone and character. Especially in 
the light of the increase in news from the so-called 
òlarge countriesó, there was a motivation to ògather, 
organize, and produce a form of archive for the devel-
opment of garden art.ó But also to be an òorgan for 
debateó for professional practitioners, as at that time 
there was no fear of discussion, even if it dealt with 
nothing in particular. The first volume in 1920 brought, 
among its wide variety, articles with headlines that even 
today would rouse curiosity: òtimes of transitionó, òwork 
satisfactionó, òaesthetics and garden artó, òlow-cost 
gardensó, etc. 
 
For the first twelve years it was published by the Danish 
Landscape Gardener and Garden Architect Association. 
But the ambition was always that it should deal with 
more than Denmark. Over the years, the publisher 
groups have been extensive and constantly changing; 
starting with the named associations, then collaboration 
with The Royal Danish Horticultural Society, The Swedish 

Garden Architects followed by Finlandõs Garden 
Architects and the Norwegian Garden Architect Asso-
ciation. The editorial collaboration gave rise to Nordic 
editorial committees and associated editorial staff. 
Until 1963 it was called òHAVEKUNSTó, and then, 
understandably, òHAVEKUNST HAGEKUNST 
TRÄDGÅRDSKONSTó. Then the time had come for a 
change of name for both the magazine as well as the 
associations. In 1969 it became òLANDSKAPó with the 
subtitle òScandinavian review for garden and land-
scape planningó and the garden architect associations 
also changed their names to landscape architecture 
associations. From 1969 to 1980 it was known as 
òLANDSKAPó, and later òLANDSKABó reflecting the 
Nordic magazine collaborationõs tragic demise in 
1980. It should also be mentioned that for the last 
fifty years the magazine has been published by the 
Danish Architectural Press. 
 
The purpose of òLANDSKABó as an historical archive 
and forum for the exchange of views is still real. How-
ever, a 2010 resolution is to redefine the magazine, 
in order, once more, to reflect the desire for an inten-
sive and broader Nordic collaboration. 

 
Author: Annemarie Lund 
Translation: Pete Avondoglio 

ates have no additional state qualifications, but they can 
obtain state town-planning qualifications by completing 
post-graduate study programmes.  
 
As the Association develops, new projects have been 
started, like the transfer of know-how and knowledge 
between the professional and academic circles and the 
Association. Student internships were inaugurated. As 
part of those activities in March 2009 a meeting was 
organized between the chairman of EFLA education 
committee, Andreja Tutundzic, with the representatives of 
all the Polish universities offering landscape education, 
where the first Polish application for acknowledgement 
was presented by one of the participating institutions. 
The Association also arranges meetings for students and 
design studio owners, where the future designers can 
find out more about the actual shape of this line of work. 
Another important event this year was the introduction of 
the code of conduct, which specifies ways of behaviour 
towards clients, competitors and investors. 
 
As part of promotion of landscaping and the profession, 
twice a year a topical seminar has been organized. In 
recent years we have hosted: Robert Holden (EFLA), 
Andreja Tutundzic (EFLA), Eelco Hooftman (GROSS. 
MAX.), Tilman Latz (LATZ + PARTNER), Gunther Vogt 
(VOGT LA) and Robert Schaefer (TOPOS). In march 
2010 a periodical conference was held: "Contemporary 
Landscape Architecture - tendencies, technologies, prac-
tice". The first edition was held in March 2010 and fo-
cused on city themes ("From the impressive towards the 
friendly"). 
 
The Association is open to cooperation with other organi-
zations. One example may be the close relations devel-
oped with a regional organization of landscape archi-
tects and contractors.  

Landscape Architecture Association (SAK) was 
founded in 2004 by dedicated landscapers. The 
main idea was to integrate the newly forming indus-
try and to create a platform for the exchange of 
experiences between landscape designers and the 
contractors. The desire to raise social awareness of 
landscaping was also vital: to make the general 
public aware of the need to create parks, squares, 
playgrounds, areas for recreation - and to hire 
professionals to design and implement these. At 
present the Association has more than 100 compa-
nies and individual members, including 70 landscape 
architects (a 52% increase relative to the previous 
year). Landscape architecture students (70) and 
companies offering services for the industry (8) are 
our Supporting Members. Our overall membership is 
now around 180. 
 
In March 2009 the Association received a new name 
(before: the Polish Association of Landscape Archi-
tects and Contractors) and it introduced a few vital 
changes to its statute. Relating to the indeterminate 
status of the profession of landscape architect in 
Poland, the Association took as one of its main goals 
activities to promote the regulation of the profes-
sion's rights. A special working group was created in 
order to compile the range of activities performed 
by a landscape architect, in order to list adequate 
qualifications for this profession in the future. At 
present about a dozen universities offer landscape 
architecture programmes in Poland. Students take a 
two-stage curriculum and obtain the academic de-
grees of: engineer landscape architect (after the 
first 3-year stage) and master of landscape archi-
tecture (after completing the second 2-year stage). 
The landscape architect is not a protected profession 
in Poland, and completion of education the gradu-
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